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Golf clubs still open 
as ski enthusiasts 
play waiting game

LAURA SCHOBER
Special to Sun Media

A year ago, London residents 
were digging out from a storm 
that dumped more than 30 centi-
metres of snow. 

Yesterday, Londoners left the 
snow shovels in the garage and 
loaded the golf clubs in the trunk 
as the temperature reached a 
high of 11 C.

The warm, sunny day brought 
out about 200 golfers to Fansh-
awe Golf Course.

“This November has been 
exceptional, but this isn’t 
unusual. You’ll get years like this. 
I remember back about six or 
seven years ago, we went right up 
to Dec. 18,” said Fanshawe golf 
pro Mike Olizarevitch.

The course has been averaging 
between 150 and 200 golfers a 
day in November, he said.

Olizarevitch said Fanshawe 
will close on Dec. 1. In 2008, it 
was closed by mid-November. 

“No one was playing golf 
because we were snowed out,” 
Olizarevitch said. 

Last year, the temperature 
on Nov. 22 was below freezing, 
with a high of –3 C and a low of 
–9 C, according to Environment  
Canada. 

The day before, a storm  
off Lake Huron dropped 31 centi-

metres of snow on London.
Despite the lack of snow and 

cold temperatures, sales have 
remained steady at local ski and 
snowboard stores. 

At Play It Again Sports, sales 
associate Darryl Bruce said ski 
sales have been “rather mild,” 
but he expects sales to improve 
in December.

Rick MacKay, manager of 
the Board Shop in London, 
said snowboard sales are down 
slightly for this time of year, 
but winter outerwear is selling 
well.

“We understand the snow 
looks questionable right now, so 
we’re putting stuff on sale,” he 
said.

The Board Shop has imple-
mented package pricing  
discounts on snowboards, boots, 
and binding, MacKay said.

But he’s confident sales will 
pick up soon, saying some  
customers purchased snow-
boards as early as August. 

“People are really into this 
sport. They’re pretty fanatical 
about it.” 

The forecast calls for cloudy 
days with some rain this week. 
There’s a 40% chance of flurries 
or showers next weekend, with 
temperatures reaching a low of 
–2 C. 
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Copper Sinai, 5, of London, gets some lacrosse tips from Kristine 
Adams, a work study student from Western, during Christmas in a 
Longhouse yesterday at the Museum of Ontario Archaeology. Several 
hundred people visited the museum for the event where the theme 
was native arts and crafts. There were eight artists represented.

Man injured 
in drive-by 
shooting 

KATE DUBINSKI
The London Free Press

Police had two individuals in 
custody last night following a 
shooting in Hanover that ended 
with arrests in Wingham and the 
airlifting of a shooting victim in 
serious condition to a hospital in 
London.

The incident began with a  
5 a.m. shooting around 11th Ave. 
in Hanover and ended about six 
hours later after police located 
suspects and surrounded a  
house in Wingham, Huron OPP 
said.

Police described the incident 
as a “drive-by shooting.” 

Police with assault rifles 
and wearing camouflage later  
surrounded the Wingham home, 
said Lindsey Kuglin, a reporter 
with the Wingham Advance-
Times.

“This is pretty exciting for 
Wingham,” she said. “I had two 
officers in my living room, casing 
the house across the street.”

They were wearing camou-
flage and they had painted faces 
and shrubbery on their heads, 
she said.

The people who live in the 
home that police surrounded 
keep to themselves, said Kuglin.

“They don’t talk to anyone. 
They’re not the friendliest people. 
There are always people coming 
and going from there.”

 She counted five cars in front 
of the home yesterday afternoon.
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MORE: See more photos from 
Christmas in a Longhouse at 
lfpress.com/gallery


