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n  TOP O’ THE DANCERS : Eight Irish dancers — seven hailing from right here in London — are bound for the World Irish Dancing Competition in Glasgow, Scotland

Lots of Irish spring in their steps

DEBORA VAN BRENK
The London Free Press

A group of young Irish dan-
cers is greeting St. Patrick’s Day 
— not with a pint or a party, but 
with a workout worthy of a world 
championship.

Eight dancers with London’s 
Corrigan school of Irish dancing 
have qualified for the World Irish 
Dancing Competition in Scot-
land, starting March 28.

And that means three-hour 
practices, three or four times a 
week before then.

Braids flying, shoe buckles 
gleaming, 11-year-old Kylie 
Paliani has a regimen that 
includes about 11 hours of prac-
tice each week with teacher Nora 
Corrigan, plus a few hours’ prac-
tice a week at home.

“She’s like a little humming-
bird when she dances,” Corrigan 
says.

Dancing since she was six, 
Kylie placed first in a regional 
competition to qualify her for the 
worlds.

Her brothers Keelan, 13, and 
Kian, 14, are also preparing for 
Glasgow. Other Corrigan dancers 
— they’ll all compete as individ-
uals at the Scotland event — are 
Ellie Evans, 10; Alex Petersen, 
13; Shaunessy Sinnett, 18; and 

22-year-olds Katie Mitchell and 
Laura Duncan. All except Sin-
nett, who is from Goderich, live 
in London.

“It’s hard to qualify” even for 
regional competitions that regu-
larly have 1,000 dancers, Mitchell 
says.

Starting with skips and moving 
to leaps and triple kicks and an 
intricate move called the “pop-
sicle,” their footwork is a blur and 
the dance floor reverberates with 
simultaneous stomps and shoe 
clicks.

Their broad smiles belie the 
effort and energy required to per-
form well. 

“These girls and boys really do 
put their hearts and souls into 
Irish dancing,” Corrigan says. 
“They’re all at the highest level of 
Irish dancing.”

She says judges base scores 
on the dancers’ rhythm, stam-
ina, foot placement, strength and 
flexibility.

Corrigan, a Londoner, is a for-
mer lead dancer for the famed 
Irish dance show, Riverdance.

Coincidentally, the champion-
ship venue in Glasgow is where 
Riverdance founder Michael 
Flatley first gained acclaim at age 
17.

deb.vanbrenk@sunmedia.ca
Twitter.com/debatlfpress

 MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press
The Corrigan dance school is sending eight dancers —including — Laura Duncan, 22, left, Katie Mitchell, 22, Ellie Evans, 10, Alex Petersen, 14, Kylie 
Paliani, 12, Keelan Paliani, 13, and Kian Paliani, 14 — to the World Irish Dancing Competition in Glasgow, Scotland. Missing is Shaunessy Sinnett. 

Benevolent Society party family friendly
LAURA SCHOBER

Special to QMI Agency

Like many other Canadians of 
Irish ancestry on St. Patrick’s Day, 
Barry O’Brien is fiercely proud of 
his heritage. 

He’s a longtime member of the 
Irish Benevolent Society of Lon-
don and Middlesex, where he 
serves as vice-president. 

His family has lived in Canada 
for six generations — one of his 
ancestors was the cousin of Den-
nis O’Brien, an Irish immigrant 
who opened London’s first gen-

eral store in the mid 1800s. 
Wednesday, 400 guests will be 

attending the society’s annual St. 
Patrick’s Day party at the Western 
Fair. 

“There’s lots of places where 
you can drink and party . . . but 
this is the one true family event, 
as far as I am concerned,” said 
O’Brien. 

The family friendly event 
offers an alternative to the slew 
of downtown venues targeted at 
students and adults looking to 
celebrate with pitchers of green 
beer.

Throughout the day, temper-
atures are expected to reach a 
high of 13 C, and many bars on 
Richmond Row will have their 
patios open. 

Jacqui Reeves, owner of Molly 
Bloom’s Irish Pub, says the pub is 
once again offering a free break-
fast to the first 100 people in line. 

“Everybody comes out to have 
a good time,” said Reeves. 

“You have so little problems, 
because everybody is just out to 
have fun. I guess everyone’s Irish 
on St. Patrick’s Day, right?” 

Irish Benevolent Society 
of London’s 133rd annual 
celebration
Carousel Lounge, Western Fair, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. (Irish buffet served 
after 12:15 p.m. , Irish music by 
Tony Nother, performance by the 
Butler-Fearon-O’Connor School of 
Irish Dancing. Admission by ticket 
only. For more information, got to 
www.irishbenevolentsociety.ca 

Joe Kool’s 
565 Richmond St., Irish food, 
McFly’s will perform throughout 
the day, open patio. 
Winks
551 Richmond St. (at Albert), Irish 
food, Jim McGinley and Lisa Reilly 
4 p.m., Matt Ridder 7 p.m., open 
patio. 
Christina’s Pub
1131 Richmond St., Specials for 
Guinness, select food menu items. 

Molly Bloom’s Irish Pub
700 Richmond St.,  Irish food, the 
Mike O’Brien Band 2 p.m.; trivia; 
prizes for best dressed; first 100 
people in line will receive a free 
breakfast; open patio. 
Oscar Taylor’s/T.J. Baxter’s 
660 Richmond St., Irish food, live 
entertainment, both patios open. 

London Taphouse
545½ Richmond Street (at Kent), 
Irish food, DJ.
Ceeps/Barney’s
671 Richmond St.. Irish food, open 
patio at Barney’s. 
Fitzrays 
110 Dundas St., Irish food, Jim 
McGinley live on stage 12 p.m. to 
3 p.m., Lancaster School of Irish 
Dance 6 p.m., the Whisky Sinners 
8 p.m.

MORE: Check out the dancers 
in action later today at 
lfpress.com/video

St Patrick’s Day fun

You have so little 
problems, because 

everybody is just out to 
have fun. I guess everyone’s 
Irish on St. Patrick’s Day, 
right? 
Jacqui Reeves, 
owner of Molly Bloom’s Irish Pub 

n  FUNERAL: Fred Preston, 70, died after a shootout with police that killed Const. Vu Pham

Kin recall happier times
JENNIFER HAMILTON-

MCCHARLES
QMI Agency

SUNDRIDGE — A few hours in 
a man’s life shouldn’t define how 
he lived, Fred Preston’s nephew 
said following his funeral 
Tuesday.

“This was inconceivable,” Don 
Preston said outside Sundridge 
Church of Christ where more 
than 250 people attended the 
hour-long service. 

“It’s such a tragedy. He (Fred) 
was always safe with his firearms, 
so it’s clear that was not Fred, not 
the Fred we loved,” he said. 

“We’ll never know for sure 
what happened.” 

Preston, 70, died last week after 
an exchange of gunfire during a 
confrontation with Ontario Prov-
incial Police, north of Seaforth.

Family stated in previous inter-
views that Preston was upset over 
the breakup of his marriage. 

Huron OPP Const. Vu Pham 
was shot March 8 after he pulled 
over Preston’s truck following a 
call Preston made to his daugh-
ter in Sundridge that prompted 
her to contact police. Pham died 

a few hours later at London’s Vic-
toria Hospital. 

Preston, the former reeve of 
Joly Township, was injured in the 
shootout. His family removed him 
from life support last Thursday. 

More than 8,000 people, 
including 5,000 
police offi-
cers, attended 
Pham’s funeral 
last Friday. 

During her 
husband’s 
funeral, Hea-
ther Pham 
forgave Pres-
ton and urged 
others to do the 
same. 

Pastor Don 
Smith, the only person to speak 
at Preston’s funeral, mentioned 
Pham’s widow Heather and the 
couple’s three children Josh, 
7, Jordan, 10, and 12-year-old 
Tyler.

“We gather to offer support 
and remember Vu Pham and his 
family. Their generosity, forgive-
ness and grace is overwhelming,” 
Smith said to a standing-room 
only crowd. 

He reminded Preston’s family 
and friends all donations will go 
to the Pham family in trust of 
their three children. 

Smith said he went to see Pres-
ton while he was in a London 
hospital. Preston was surrounded 
by family, he said.

“We told him he was a good 
father and a good grandfather. 
We sang some of his favourite 
hymns,” Smith said. 

“Friends and family will not 
remember Fred through one act. 
Fred is loved and he still is loved. 
God hasn’t abandoned Fred.” 

Smith read excerpts writ-
ten by some of Preston’s’ 
family including his sons and a 
granddaughter. 

“Papa was my friend. I loved 
him. He had a heart of gold,” 
wrote Cayla Petch. 

“I’m honoured and proud to 
be his granddaughter. We shared 
precious time together. We chat-
ted on our bikes and went on 
movie dates,” she wrote. 

“No matter what I felt safe with 
grandpa.” 

Cayla said her “papa” always 
greeted her with a smile and 
open arms. 

 Fred Preston

Sex offender jailed six months
ERICA BAJER
QMI Agency

CHATHAM — A 34-year-old 
Wheatley man who entered 
women’s homes and sexually 
assaulted them was sentenced to 
six months in jail Tuesday.

Scott Andrew Cronheimer 
pleaded guilty to two counts of 
sexual assault and one count 
of assault. The married father 
of three knew all the women 
involved.

The court heard Cronheimer 
was let into a 52-year-old 
woman’s house on Feb. 6, 2005, 
where he sexually assaulted her.

On April 27, 2008, Cronheimer 
broke into the home of a 47-year-
old woman and assaulted her 
before going to a 32-year-old 
woman’s home and sexually 
assaulting her.

He blamed his behaviour on 
alcohol and apologized before 
being sentenced.

“I’m truly sorry. I under-
stand that being drunk is not an 
excuse,” he said, reading from a 
note he pulled from his pocket. 
“When I drank, I became some-
one other than myself.”

The three victims read emo-

tional impact statements to the 
court Tuesday.

“A woman does not live 
through something like that and 
forget it,” said the 52 year old. “I 
will never be the same.”

The woman lives with the guilt 
of not coming forward sooner 
and blames herself for what the 
other women endured.

“I feel an ache in my heart,” she 
said.

The 47-year-old woman 

detailed the struggles she’s faced 
since Cronheimer’s actions, 
which robbed her of her sense of 
security.

“I am forever changed over 
this, forever violated in mind and 
spirit,” she said. “I’m constantly 
afraid.”

The 32-year-old woman, who 
knew Cronheimer in high school, 
said it’s impossible to articulate 
the impact his actions have had 
on her life.

“I’m a 32-year-old woman 
who’s afraid to live alone,” she 
said. “I don’t know how to make 
this anxiety go away.”

After Ontario Court Justice Ste-
phen Fuerth accepted a joint sub-
mission of a six-month sentence, 
all three women said the punish-
ment doesn’t fit the crimes.

Once released from jail, Cron-
heimer will spend three years on 
probation during which he isn’t 
allowed to drink or communicate 
with his victims. He will also be 
on the sex offender registry for 20 
years, is banned from ever pos-
sessing firearms and was ordered 
to submit a sample of his DNA to 
the national databank.

Chatham Daily News
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Scott Andrew Cronheimer is led 
into the Chatham Jail by special 
Const. John Carter.


